




BARCODE DESIGN 

A barcode design is quite simple, yet very effective. When creating your 
barcodes its best to design your barcode in black with a white background. 
At the point of sale, scanners measure the contrast between light and dark 
to obtain a reading. Due to the fact that black on white has the best 
contrast, it will ultimately resort to the best readability. 

Size also plays a crucial role in the success of a barcode. Barcode sizing is 
determined by magnification, with scaling of 100% being ideal. Although 
barcodes can be set to a minimum of 80% (1.174" wide, 0.720" high) and 
maximum of 200% (2.936" wide, 1.8" high) magnification. For optimal 
readability, barcodes should be sized proportionally in terms of height and 
width to avoid truncation. Truncation occurs when the height of your 
barcode is adjusted, and your width is not. In circumstance this may need 
to occur due to allocated space on your label but could affect the r 
eadability of the barcode when scanned. 

The last design element in creating a successful barcode is the quite zone 
or white space. When being scanned, it's important to have a quite zone to 
the left and right of your barcode. This indicates to the scanner where the 
barcode starts and stops. We recommend a 1/8" (0.125") of white space on 
each side of your barcode. 
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